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OXFORD CHINESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 15 Gorse Leas, Headington, Oxford OX3 9DJ  
                  Building Fund e-mail address: ep.occcbf@hotmail.com    
                                  Registered Charity No: 291514

                      Church Building Project
16th October 2006

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Warmest greetings in the name of our Lord!  We are writing to you, former members and friends of the Oxford Chinese Christian Church, to seek support for our new Church building project.  For those of you who have not been able to visit us for some years, please allow us to recount how our Church began.

Mission Statement and History

“To witness God’s love to the Chinese people in the Oxford area and nurture believers to become faithful disciples of Jesus Christ our Lord”.

The Oxford Chinese Christian Church was started by nurses and ex-missionaries in July 1971, and formally became a Church in November 1986.  Apart from being a spiritual home for many, over the last 35 years several hundred people have become Christians through the Church’s work, and have returned to Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan and China to continue to serve the Lord.

The main work of the Church is amongst the local Chinese and overseas Chinese students.  The long established Cantonese-speaking congregation has expanded with a rapidly growing Mandarin speaking ministry, which started in 2003.  An important part of our ministry is to reach more students from Mainland China and provide discipleship training for them, so that they will help spreading the gospel upon their return to China.

Need for a Church building or Church centre

The Church is currently serving about 200 people, of whom over half are students and children.  The Cantonese and Mandarin speaking congregations together total about 100 each Sunday.  This increases to as many as 150 for baptismal and  Christmas services.  We are praying and hoping that the Church will continue to grow in terms of maturity and number.  With the gathering of large numbers of students from China in Oxford seeking various kinds of studies, the sizes of the congregations are likely to grow, especially on the Mandarin speaking side.

Until 2003 we had been meeting in Headington Baptist Church on Sundays, but they are currently re-building the church.  While this work has been going on, we have been worshiping at Lime Walk Methodist Church, Headington where we use two halls for our congregations.

On Sundays, Mandarin and Cantonese church services, Teens fellowship, two Sunday School classes, prayer meetings, Women’s fellowship, Bible studies, and a monthly fellowship meal after church all have to take place in two halls, and three small rooms, within 4½ hours.

With our present need for space for our Sunday ministries, and with the growth of our church, we require a church building that will meet our present needs and cope with future growth.  With this in mind, we have been praying for a dedicated church building in Oxford.  

Our past experience of the Lord’s provision for buying a church house gives us encouragement and hope for buying a church building.  We started a building fund in November 1985 and bought the church house in October 1987 for meetings and accommodation for the church worker(s).  Thanks to the generous support of members, former members and friends, the house was completely paid for in October 1989.  It was indeed a miracle.  We are very grateful to all those who supported us at that time.  The house was worth £57,000 then, and is now worth about £250,000, which will help us to secure a mortgage for the new church building. 

Three Year Financial Plan

The Church has had a mandarin speaking intern church worker for over a year now, and is still actively looking for another church worker or pastor.  Financially it is not possible for the Church to support 2 workers or pastors, and also purchase a church building without help from other Christian friends.

Recently St Ebbe’s Church purchased a single hall building in Lime Walk that had been used by the Brethren for about £1 million.  On this basis our requirement for two separate halls and several meeting rooms is estimated to cost at least £1.8 million.

Our target is, therefore, to raise £1.8 million to buy a church building, with a goal of raising £600,000 in three years to form a deposit.  As an interim step the deposit could be used to buy a large church centre in Headington, which would serve the immediate need for more space on Sundays, and provide for weekday cell or fellowship groups, Bible studies and training workshops.

Reviewing the local financial situation we estimate that we will try to raise £150,000 locally, although this would present a significant challenge over three years.  We sincerely wish our former members and Christian friends overseas would be able to donate £450,000 over the next three years.  

We hope you will consider supporting us, and have enclosed a pledge form for your use.  Please donate whatever figure you feel appropriate, either as a monthly pledge, or as a single donation.  Pledges can be for any period, but it is our hope to raise the necessary funds in three years.  You can of course change your pledge if your circumstances change.  Once we have the deposit, and the project goes ahead, interest free loans would be very welcome also, as these would save us incurring bank interest.

Church Building Fund Committee

Henry Mo, Chung-Ei Ho 


Church Council

Xie Dong 




Mandarin congregation representative

Sunny Ma, Ivy Leung



Cantonese congregation representatives

Shan Wai, Estella Ip Packwood 

Overseas fund raisers

Reaping the harvest and developing the ministry

With the ever expanding number of Chinese coming to Oxford, it is important that we have a permanent building for our church, so that we can be more effective in reaping the harvest and developing the ministry of God.  We thank the Lord for your partnership in the gospel, and for supporting our work amongst overseas Chinese students and the local Chinese.  Thank you also for your prayers and any assistance that you can provide.

We would be very grateful if you would pass this information to other former members or friends that you are in touch with.

Yours in Christ,
Henry Mo 


Chung-Ei Ho

Council Chairman

Church Treasurer
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